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Educational Spaces, Collaboration, and Inclusion in the visited 
Portuguese Schools 

 
Introduction 

This report synthesizes the findings from study visits conducted across multiple schools in Portugal, 
focusing on school architecture, collaboration, and inclusive education. It highlights similarities and 
differences between schools and examines methodologies, the use of school spaces, inclusive 
education, and collaborative approaches in shaping learning environments. The analysis draws upon 
detailed interviews and observational diaries from each visit. 

1. School Architecture: Trends and Innovations 

1.1 Common Trends in School Architecture 

Across the visited schools, common architectural and design features included: 

• Modernized Digital Learning Spaces: Many schools, such as Escola Básica de Freixo and 
Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima, have invested in Future Classroom Labs equipped with 
interactive whiteboards and high-speed internet to support blended learning and project-
based methodologies. 

• Specialized Learning Areas: Schools have dedicated spaces for practical learning, including 
makerspaces, robotics labs, meteorology clubs, and multimedia rooms. For instance, Escola 
Básica de Freixo’s LED Digital Education Lab serves as a hub for STEM education, integrating 
robotics, coding, and multimedia production. 

• Student-Designed Spaces: Participatory budgeting initiatives allow students to suggest 
improvements, leading to renovations in recreational areas and flexible learning spaces. The 
study at Escola Básica de Freixo showed how students named corridors and common 
spaces (e.g., “Culture Square” and “Independence Street”), reinforcing their connection to the 
learning environment. 

1.2 Differences in Architectural Approaches 

• Escola Básica de Freixo prioritized multipurpose spaces like the Maker Space and LED Digital 
Education Lab, integrating new technologies to support hands-on learning. This school 
stands out due to its flexible classroom design, where teachers and students can rearrange 
seating and adapt environments for different pedagogical approaches. 

• Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima focused on humanizing spaces by incorporating 
student artwork and optimizing common areas like the cafeteria and teacher’s lounge. The 
reorganization of the cafeteria into three separate zones—a bar for students, a dining area, 
and a multipurpose interactive space—represents an innovative use of architecture to foster 
social engagement. 

• EPRALIMA – Escola Profissional do Alto Lima emphasized vocational training with CNC 
machines, 3D printers, and a dedicated robotics lab. The construction of a Specialized 
Technological Center (CTE) with a €1,200,000 investment is a notable case study of how 
infrastructure development can support skill-based education. 

2. Methodologies and Use of School Spaces 

2.1 Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 

• Shared Leadership in Decision-Making: Schools such as Escola Básica de Freixo implement 
a shared management model where teachers and students influence changes in the learning 
environment. The weekly Friday afternoon meetings at Escola Básica de Freixo allow 
teachers to collectively plan initiatives and propose spatial modifications. 
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• Student-Centered Design: Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima involves students in surveys 
and participatory budgeting to adapt spaces to their needs. The participatory budgeting 
project at this school funds annual student-led improvements, fostering a democratic 
school culture. 

• Flexible Classroom Design: Schools are investing in adjustable furniture, such as mobile 
desks and ergonomic chairs, to support various learning styles. At Escola Básica de Freixo, 
the introduction of swivel chairs and standing desks enhances adaptability for hyperactive 
students. 

2.2 Differences in Spatial Utilization 

• Escola Básica de Freixo has a dedicated meteorology club and a digital school newspaper, 
fostering interdisciplinary learning. The Meteorology Club’s integration with STEM 
curricula and its daily weather reports on YouTube exemplify an innovative cross-disciplinary 
approach. 

• EPRALIMA – Escola Profissional do Alto Lima maintains specialized workshops for 
vocational training, ensuring students gain hands-on experience with industry-standard 
tools. The dedicated robotics construction room allows students to build and test small-
scale robotic prototypes, providing a bridge between education and industry. 

2.3 Tackling Changes in Learning Environments 

Each school approached change differently, adjusting to new teaching methodologies and student 
needs: 

• Escola Básica de Freixo: Teachers and students actively participate in modifying classroom 
setups to best suit their learning needs. The school’s Friday meetings allow for real-time 
feedback on what’s working and what needs adjustment. 

• Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima: Change management was driven by participatory 
budgeting and surveys, ensuring student and teacher voices influenced how spaces evolved. 

• EPRALIMA: The vocational school tackled change by aligning curriculum with industry 
trends, ensuring that newly introduced spaces, such as the Specialized Technological 
Center, met the evolving demands of the labor market. 

3. Inclusive Education Practices 

3.1 Common Inclusive Strategies 

• Special Educational Needs (SEN) Support: Schools maintain specialized teams of 
psychologists, occupational therapists, and support teachers to assist SEN students. At Escola 
Básica de Freixo, the Special Educational Needs Department consists of four dedicated 
teachers providing individualized attention. 

• Adaptive Classroom Environments: Furniture and digital tools are adapted to 
accommodate diverse learning needs. Escola Básica de Freixo's provision of mobile desks 
and sensory-friendly areas demonstrates a commitment to inclusive interior design. 

• Class Size Regulation for SEN Students: Schools limit the number of students per class when 
integrating SEN learners to ensure personalized attention. Escola Secundária de Ponte de 
Lima strictly adheres to a 20-student cap in classes with SEN students to enhance learning 
experiences. 

3.2 Unique Approaches to Inclusion 

• Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima integrates 21 different nationalities, offering 
multilingual support and a multicultural education program. Their bilingual project (PEBI) 
ensures dual-language learning in Portuguese and English, reinforcing inclusive education. 
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• EPRALIMA – Escola Profissional do Alto Lima is establishing a Specialized Technological 
Center to enhance accessibility and skill development in vocational training, ensuring 
that students with disabilities have access to adapted learning tools. 

• Escola Básica de Freixo incorporates a multidisciplinary team approach, integrating digital 
accessibility tools and individualized curriculum adjustments to support SEN learning. 

4. Collaboration in School Spaces 

4.1 Common Collaborative Practices 

• Participatory Budgeting: Students across multiple schools actively participate in decision-
making, proposing and voting on school improvements. Escola Básica de Freixo's model of 
engaging students in renaming school corridors exemplifies student empowerment. 

• Teacher Collaboration and Professional Development: Schools hold weekly meetings 
where teachers plan extracurricular activities and pedagogical initiatives. Escola Secundária 
de Ponte de Lima hosts training programs for teachers to refine their digital literacy skills 
and adapt to evolving educational technologies. 

• Community Engagement: Schools establish partnerships with local municipalities, 
businesses, and universities to enrich student experiences. EPRALIMA’s connection with 
regional industries facilitates internships and real-world learning opportunities for students. 

4.2 Differences in Collaboration Models 

• Escola Básica de Freixo holds regular student council meetings to enhance democratic 
participation in school governance. The Friday teacher-student council meetings ensure 
continuous feedback loops. 

• Escola Secundária de Ponte de Lima fosters interdisciplinary projects like eco-school 
initiatives and hydroponic cultivation, promoting sustainability education. 

• EPRALIMA – Escola Profissional do Alto Lima integrates external industry partners to align 
vocational training with labor market needs. Their collaboration with technology 
firms enables students to train with up-to-date industrial equipment. 

Conclusion 

This study visit highlights the innovative architectural solutions, inclusive education strategies, and 
collaborative approaches that Portuguese schools implement to create engaging learning 
environments. While shared themes such as digitalization and participatory budgeting are evident, 
each school exhibits unique methodologies tailored to their students' needs. The combination of 
flexible spaces, community-driven projects, and inclusive education policies forms a 
comprehensive model for modern learning environments. These findings offer valuable insights 
into designing future-ready, inclusive, and student-centered educational spaces. 

 


